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Ms: Meraj Humayun Khan: Honourable Speaker Sahib, thank you
for giving me an opportunity to participate in the debate on the
budget of 2017-18. In deed it an honour for me to get valuable
opportunity to express my appreciation of the overall content of
budget in priorities for development fixed there in. This is an
historical moment in the history of the Province as we are all set to
start a massive development program through the agreed Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa China Economic Plan, a 26 billion dollar program
comprising of 82 projects. Our honourable Chief Minister and his
competent team of cabinet members deserve our undiluted
appreciation and congratulations. We all look forward to a very
vibrant year ahead, but as we celebrate our success. Sir! I would
like to request honourable Chief Minister, honourable Chief
Minister please! Nighat sahiba please! Honourable Chief Minister,
I would like to request as we celebrate our success, I would like to
request honourable Chief Minister to please ensure that women are
not ignored in this massive endeavor to positively change the lives
of our people. Without inclusion of women success of the
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Programme the success of the programme will always be
questionable. In every agreement Sir, that the government signs
there should be a commitment to include girls’ education, female
and children hospital and vocational training centers to enable
women to get employment in the different schemes. Mr. Speaker!
The budget once again clearly expresses our government’s resolve
and commitment to human resource development and protection of
human rights in every possible way. That is why education is
placed at the head of the development programme as it is a basic
and fundamental right of a person and the most crucial element in
the development of a society. The increase in the budgetary
allocation and the selection of core expenditure heads show the
awareness and sensitivity of the department to the genuine current
needs in the sector. To set up over 410 new schools and convert
100 maktab schools to full fledged primary schools, upgrade 100
primary to middle, 100 middle to secondary and same number
secondary schools to higher secondary schools is a big jump from
the past when there was a usual increase of only 100 schools per
year. With this kind of attention to the needs of the sector, the
department will soon be able to bring all the children in to
mainstream public education. It is also commendable Mr. Speaker
that for the first time the department intends to conduct a door to
door survey to determine the exact numbers of children who are
still not going to school, because opposition keeps on saying 25
lacs are out of school, though we will find out exactly how many
children are still out of schools. Mr. Speaker! The higher education
side, though it also shows more investment and good targets yet I
feel the pace is a bit slow. We need to provide convenient access to
all those students who graduate from higher secondary schools
whether public or private. Sir, health is another crucial need of the
population. Only a healthy nation can build strong institutions and
systems which lead to building up of great civilizations such as the
Indus valley civilization of the past of which we are so rightly
proud. Improved medical system has been the hallmark of our
government and this budget ensures further strengthening of health
services so as to reach out to maximum populations. Sir, we no
longer face the embarrassment of being referred to as the exporter
of polio virus. This is because of our correct policies in eliminating
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this dangerous virus. Similarly other important sectors,
infrastructure development, housing, urban development, local
government etc.

d)/b“dr,:‘u:;&/u:}b‘;fdwL))/‘Uj(ﬁ//jﬁt/bﬁm?r 'rﬁ&:’ gul}.
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Ms: Meraj Humayun Khan: Okay, okay. Sir, ji, there are
improvements in the other sectors also.

GUUI A NI S W e oK Ll o S b

Ms: Meraj Humayun Khan: _» ,3 »~ 4w All other sectors

especially the emphasis on tourism and cultural preservation and

protection for the first time that is getting a lot of attention. .z}J JIs

< young people are busy now they are engaged creatively and our

tourism industry has got a big boost specially the local tourism has
got a bigger boost. Sir, no matter how balance our budget is, no
matter how much the government tries to make a balance budget,
there are always some gaps and some weaknesses left which if they
are not pointed out, they can upset, they can disturb the progress of
the development. So, in this case also like in the past budgets,
women have been ignored. If you look carefully at the budget,
honourable minister of finance never mentioned women anywhere,
the government has not acknowledged that women form 50% of the
population and they are contributing to the Labour whether it is in
the formal sector or in the formal sector that needs to be
recognized. Women also on them depends humanity for all
reproductive activities, we are nurses, we are doctors, we are
teachers, we are engineers, we are politicians and we are voters so
that fact has to be incorporated in to the budget. Sir, the budget
does not mention strengthening of the KP commission on the status
of women, nor does it mention the KP women chamber of
commerce, there is no strengthening for these, nor is there a
strengthening program or capacity development program for young
political leaders, political workers so as to buildup political
leadership for the future. These gaps need to be recognized. Despite
the Women Parliamentary Caucus repeated requests to the
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Minister, to the department, they have been asking that there should
be a separate directorate or the women cell in the department
should be upgraded to a women cell so that the women
empowerment policy can be implemented, sir, that has been
ignored by, Mr. Speaker sahib, no attention has been given to that.
Sir, just like the education department has realized that without
giving facilities in these institutions like washrooms and the
boundary wall, similarly the government should realize and they
should have realized that without giving facilities in the public
sector offices, women involvement and participation in decision
making will always remain a dream. We need washrooms, we need
day care centers, and we need transport facilities to encourage
women to come out to the public sector services. Sir, once again I
congratulate the government, they have done a great job in these
difficult times to come up with the balance budget but on the part

of the women.
‘.u.t}/(.{’f«‘/b'/.%’:!fﬁg‘:/é Zﬁ‘/ul'?.

Ms: Mera] Humayun Khan: I request Chief Minister Sahib to
incorporate my concerns please. Thank you.
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Mr. Speaker: Conclude, please.
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Mr. Speaker: Conclude, please.
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