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NOTIFICATION

Dated Peshawar, the I ottOT 12026

No. PA/Khy ber Pa kh tu nkhwa/B ills-87/2026 I /4oL In pursuance of the provision contained

irr Rule 227(6) ol the Provincial Assembly of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Procedure and Conduct of Business

Rules, 2025, the lteport of Standing Cornmittee No. 18 on Local Government, Elections and Rural

Development Department regarding the Hindu Marriage (Khyber Pakhtunkhwa)(Amendment) Bill, 2026 as

presented in the Provincial Assernbly of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa on 06s July, 2026 is hereby published for

general information.

(Here print as in the accompaniment).
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Secretary,
Provincial Assembly of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

'['he ManaBer, Governn-rent
Printing Press. Peshawar
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A*r(torit
Provincial A(ssembl

ilw,
of yber Pakhtunkhwa
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fl. No. PA/Khyber Pal<htunkhw a lllills-87 120261 b3 Dated /o to7tzoz6

Copy of the above is forwarded to:-

1. l-he Chief Secretary to Government of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

2. The Secr'etary to Government of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Law, Parliamentary Affairs and

Human Rights Department.

3. J'he Secretary to Governnrent of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Local Government, Elections and

Rural Development Department.

4. The Principal Secretary to Chief Minister, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa for information of the

Horlourable Chief Minister.

5. 'I'l're Principal Secretary to Governor, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, for information of the

Flonourable Governor.

6. '['he Principal Secretary to Mr. Speaker, Provincial Assembly of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

7 . 1'he Deputy PS to Deputy Speaker, Provincial Assembly of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

The Director I.-l', Provincial Assembly of Khyber Pakht khwa, for official website.
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Provinci ssemhly o Khvber Pakhtunkhwa
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STANDING COMMITTtrtr NO. 18 ON LOCAL

GOVtrf{.NMtrNT, trLtrCTIONS AI{D RUII.AL

DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT ON'(THE IIINDU

MARRTA Gtr (IGIYBER PAIGITT]NIC{WA)

AMITI{DMENT BILL, 2026',,

MII.. ABDUT, KABIR KHAN, MPA/CHAIRPERSON
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PROVINCIAL ASSEM LY StrCRETARTAT
KITYBtrR PA TUI{I(HWA

ItIiPOR'I'OF T[.IE STANDING COMMITI'EE NO. I8 ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT.

[iLNC]'tONS AND RURAL DEVELOPM ]iNT DEPAIITIV1ENT ON ..THE HIND-U

I\,IA ITRIA GE (ICH YB ER P.{ KH].UNI(H W,A ) AIVIE,ND JVTENT BILL ,2026" ,

i, Abdul Kabir Khan, MPfuCliairperson of'lhe Standing Comrnirtee No. l8 on Local
Covsrtr:rerrt, Elcdions and Rural Developrnent Dcpailment have the honor to present the report
on "TIte I{irtdtr Marrlage Qftyber Pal<htunlchrva) Amendment Bill, 7026" (Governrnent
Bill), (li7A) as uitroduced irt the Provincial Assembly oi'K-hyber Pakhrunkhwa and relcrred to the
Cot:tttti:icc ort i J'i' April2026 for thorougjr cxar:tinatiorr and detailecl deliberation.

2. '[ he Cornrnirtee examineci the saici 13ill in irs rneeting hclcl on
Icllior,.''ing i-lon'b,le N'lenrbers of the Cornminee artc:rded the nreeting:

l) \,ir E.laz N|u-larnrnad Kiran, MP,A. ir,lember
2) \4s Sobia Shahid ivfer:nbcr
3) Ms^. Faruana Shereen, MPA i/,ernber

ltrt Muy,, 2026 and rlre

3 The lollowrng l{on'ble Metnbcrs of the Khl,ber Pekhrunk}rrva Assembly attendecl t5e
rrrecting on special invitation: -

r)
2)
3)

4)

Mr'. Suresh Kumar,
N,Ir'. Asl<er Pervaiz,
Ms. Curpal Singh,
Mr. Bear-i Lal,

A d voca te S ha<eel Chancier,
lvlr. Ratin KurnAr,
N,lr Clraman Lal,
Mr. Kishrvar Soni,
Mr. A-.if Kumar,
Mr. Kaka Rarn,

MPA
MPA
MPA
MPA

4
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Ms. Shazin Tchmas l(han, MPA attended rhe meeting as a lnover.

'l'he fbllowing officers attended rhe meeting:

i) Mr'. Shah Saud,
I

Special secrethry, Local Goverrrnent, Elections & Rural
D evel oprnen t Dep a rtment.
Director General, Local Goverrunent, Elections & Rural
Deve lopment Department.
Director Operatiotrs. Local Govern rrent, Elections & Rural
Devel opnlen t D ep itrtmen t.
DD Operations, DG, Local Government, Elections & Rural
Deve I oprnen t Depa rtrne n t.
Deputy Secretary, Law, Parliamentary Affail.s and Hunlan
Rights Departmcnr.

2) ivlr. Kamran Khan,

3) Mr'. Asudullah Khan,

4) rVf r'. Njsar Ahmed,

5) S;vccl r\ li R.aza Shnh,

TIte following religious leaders of tlre I-lindu conrnrunity artcnded rhe meeting on specialinviilltion;
(;

r)
2)

i)
,l)

s)
5)

Lega I expert
Pand i t

Pandir
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Legislative Intertt attd Baclcg,'ou nd :-

'7, Mr. Kanuarr Khan, DitectorCeneral , Local Govemment, Elections & Rrrral Developrnent
f)eparhnent, infornred the Comnrittcc that the Hindu Marriage Act,20l7 Principal Act) was enaclcd by

the Majtis-e-Shoora under Article 144 of the Constiurtion of the Islamic llcpublic of Pakistan bascd ott

resolutions passed by the Provincial Asscrnblies of Khyber Paklttunkhwa, Punjab, and Baluchistan. Fle

lurthcr statcd that tlre provinces are constihrtiorrally emporvcrcd to amend or rcpeal thc saicl larv,

accordingly. The Local Coverrunent Depanrnent drafled "The Flindu Maniage (Khybcr Pakhtunkhtva)
Aurendment 8i11,2026", which, was introduccd in the Housc and rcfcrred to the Committee for deliberation.
Thc said is prescrrtly under consicleration oI the Stending Committce on Local Govemmcnt.

B. FIe further infomred the Cornmittce that the said drnft Billhad been framed and vetted by thc Larv

Dcpanmcnt. FIe stated thut the concems and proposcd arnendmcnts put forth by the Flindu corru:runity

rvould appropriately be addressed in the rules to be fi'amed undcr the Acl. The Committec strictly dirccted

the Department to consuh representatives and leaders of the Hindu community rvbile framing and finalizirrg
thc rules, and to notify the sarne rule on a war-footing basis.

9. Mr. Shah Saud, Special Secrctary, I-ocal Governrnent, Elections & Rural Development
Departnrent intbnned thc Committee that the Department intends to dcvolvc the power of registration of'
I{indu nrarriagcs to the lowest tier of govenrmcnt, namcly the Local Govcrnment. Irr this rcgald, tltc
Department has proposcd ameudrncnts in Scction 2(g) of the Principal Act relating to the deilnition of
"Marriagc Registrar" and in Section 7 pcrtaining to the appointment and functions of thc Marriagc
Ilcgistrar. I{c furthcr stated thnt the proposed nrnendmcnts are in linc rvith the cxisting mecltanisrn for
registration of Muslim rnarriagcs at the Local Coverumeut lcvel.
I0. Thc Comnrittee observed that the proposcd anlerldmeLrts appear to have beerr made iu l:aste, as n

consequcntial/necessary anrendnrent is also required in Scction 2(d) of the Principal Act, wherein tl:e
dcfinition ol"'Government" docs uot include "Local Govenur:ent". Thc Commitlce reconrnended that this

amt:iguity be ad&essed through a future amendnrcnt and, in thc nrcantime, the sanre may bc appropriately
clarificd and incorporated in the rulcs to be framcd under tIe Act.

I l. The cornrnittee unaninrously agreed with tlre proposed arnendrnents of Mr. Suresh l(umar,
MPA in Section 7 (i) of the principal larv, as referred to in clause-3 of tlre proposed Bill, as

amendecl by the following, narnely,-

"( l) The Local (lovernnrcnt Department shalt notify one or such nuurbers of rnarriage registrars,
rvlro shallbe appointed irr the marrner as rnay be prescribed, in the territory of a district and urrion
councils or such other areas, as would be convenient for the living Flindu population."

lr2. Ms. Shazia Tehrnas Khan, MPA, r.vithdrew her proposcd arrerldrneuts in Section 7(l) oi the
Principal Act, as refcred to in clousc 3 of the Bill.

Reconlrnendntioni -

13. The Cornmittee unanimously recornrrrendecl that the Bill at "Annex-B", as arnended by the
Conrnriftee, rnay be takcrr into consicleration at once.
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KABIII rfl{AN)
CFIA iTTP EIISON,

Stancting Contnlittee No. i8 on I ocal
Covernmcnt, Illections and ltui'al

Deve lopntent De.p a ltnten t,
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to arnend rhe Hirrdu Marriage Act, 2017 .

WI{ERBAS it is expedient to amend the Flindu lvlarriage Act, 2017 (Act
No. VII of 20 l,.l), for the pLrrposes hereinafter appearing;

It is lrereby enacted by the l)rovincial Assenrbly of I(hyber Pakhtunkh\\/a as

fbllo,,vs:

l. Short title nnd conlmencernent.---(l) This Act rnay be callcd the I{indu
Marriage (K1i5,6". Palthtunl<[wa) (Arrrepdrnent) Act, 2026.

(2) It shall corne into firrce at oltce

2, Amendnrent of section 2 of Act No. VII of 2017.---ln the i-iindu lvlarriage
Act, 2017 (Act No, VII of 2017), hereinalier rel'erred to as the said Act, in sectiorr
2, for clause (g), the Iollorving shall be substitutcd, rrarnely:

"(g) "rlarriatge reqistrar'" rneans tlte rnarriage registrar appointecl
uncjcr section 7 of this Act;".
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3. Anrendnrent of section 7 of Act No. VU of 2017.---lrr the
section 7, for sub-section ( l), thc follor.r,ing slrall be substituted. name

sal

Iy:
d Act, lli

't

"(l) There shall L:e one or such nurrrbers of rnaniage registrars,
rr,ho sha[[ be appointed in the rnanner as i'r'ray be prescribed, in the territorl,
of a district or sLrch otlrer areas, as rvould be convenient for I-linciu
populatiorr. living in tlie said district or such otlter areas.".

STATEMEI.{T OF OBJECTS AND REASONS

It is desirable to amend the l{indu Marriage Act,2017 (Act No. VIi ol
2017), to enable thc local governnlents to grant Iicenses to the rnarriage registrars,
at gross root level, for registration of I{indu rrrarriages. I{ence. this Bill.

Pesltnrvar,
datecl the

, 2026,

iUINISTER- -CHARG a
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\\/l{EIfE.\S lt is expcdient ro arnerrcl
Ntt Vll ol'20 I7), I'or lirr: plt ri)i-r5gr hcrcinaiicr

Annex-B

the I-i irrdu N4arriage Act, 20 1i (,Act

api)sarirrg:

r\sscrttb!), c f I(livLrc'.r' l)al<h ttrnk it',r'a as

t t'

It is herebv cnactcd itv, iirc Provincral
fil I lo \\/s :

??

I. Slrort title anrl corrunenccnrent,---(l)l'his Act rnay be callcd the liirrdu
Ivla lriagc (i(ttyber I)ak htunl<hrva) (Arrerrcl in en t) Act, 2026.

(2) It shall cc)rne intc force aL once,

\

2, r\rnendrncrrt of sectiorr 2 of Act No. VII of 2017.---ln the l-[indu Marriage
Act, 2017 (Act No. VII of 2017), hereinalier referred to as ure said Act, in sectiorr
2, tbr clause (g), the following shall be substitr.rted, narrrely:

"(g) "rnarriage registrar'" rneans the nrarriage registrar apllointed
under sectiorr 7 of this Act;".

E

-/.

c)
C.

oo-
A,

Y
4

c.*1i o-
,1 C,lor
r: '.<
aao
o;
4( ai

3.

.sectiort

Anrenclnrerrt of sectiorr 7 ol'Act No, ViI of 2017.---ln the said Act. in
7, for suh-section ( I), the tbllowing shall bc substituted, nanrely:

''( l) 'l'hc I.ocal (iovcrrrrlcrrt sirall rrotily onc or such nurrt:crs
o['rtiarliauc rcgistrars,, rvlr<l shall hc appointcrl irr tlrc ntanncr as rna1, bc

llrcscritrccl. irt tlrc tcl'ritory oI a tiistrict trrtd union courrcils or such othcr'

arcas. as rvoulcl bc contincrrt lbr livirrg hinclu populatiorr.

S1'ATTiMIIN'I' OF OBJE,CJ'S AND RE,ASONS
Jll

It is clesirahle to trrnend the I{indir Marriage Act,20l7 (Act No. VII of
20lr'l), to enable tlie local governtrents ro grani licenses to the nrarriage registrars,
at gross root level, [or registration oiHindu rnarriages. Hence, this Bill.

PeshAw'ar,
dntccl thc

, 7026,

MINISTE,I{. .CHAIlG
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