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In pursuancc ol thc provision containcd
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l)cvolopmcnt l)cpartrncnt rcgarding thc Khybcr I'akhtunkhwa Kalash Marriagc l\r11,2026 as prcscntcd in

thc Provincial Asscrnbly of Khybcr Pakhtunkhwa on 06tl' July, 2026 ts hcrcby publishcd for gcnoral

inlbrrnation.
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REPORT

iJ

STANDING COMMITTEE NO. 18 ON LOCAL
GOVERNMtrNT, ELECTIONS AND RURAL

DE\TELOPMEI.{T DEPARTMENT ON ('THE KHYBER
PAKHTUNKITWA KALASH MARRTAGE BII,L, 2026",

MR, ABDUL KABIR KHAN, MPA/CHAIRPERSON
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2, The Committee examined the said Bill
Honorabie Mernbers of the Committee

(1) Mr. L,jaz Muhamrnad Khan, MPA
(2) Ms. Sobia Shahid,MPA
(3) Ms, Fazaua Shereen, MPA

3. 'l'he following Members of the Assembl
,

I

(l) Mr. Suresh Kumar,
(2) Mr. Asker Perv aiz,
(3) Ms. Gur-pal Singh,
(a) Nzlr. Beari Lal,

AKA A MARRIAGE BTLL 2026",

i

I, Abdul Kabir Khan, MPA/Chairperson of tlre S ding Conuninee No. 18 on Local Govenrmcnt,
Elections and Rural Developrnent Depar-tment
Iflryber Pakhtunkhrva Kalash Man'iage piil,
the Provincial Assenrbly of Iftyber Pakhtynkh

have the honor to present the report on "The
026" (Government Bill), (F/A) as inh'oduced in

2026 for thorough examination and detailed deliberation.
n I

4. Ms. Shazia J'eltmas l(hnn, MPA artended the rneeting as a n'rover.

5.I'lie fbllowing officers artended rhe meetirrg:-

(l) \,lr'. Sfrah Saud.

wa and referred to the Comrnittee on 1 3 
tlt Ap

(,
6

,l .

ln lts
dtten

I

i
I

I

meeting held on 1 ltrt 1{sy,2026 and the following
ded the meeting: -

Member
Mernber
Mereber

attended the meeting on special irrvitatiolr: -v

MPA
MPA
I\4PA
MPA

(2) Mr. Kanrran Khan,

(3) Mr. Asadullah KIan,

(4) Mr Nisar Alimed,

(5) Syed Ali Raza Shair,

6) Ivls . Laiba Khan,
1) Ms. I{afsaZaib,

prirnarily in the chitral District. Lr recognit
"Kalash culture" as an "Intangible culrural H
and international significauce, currently no
communiry to officially register marriages
challenges, including difficulties in proving
inheritance, child cus,tody disputes ancl a lacii

Special Secrctary, Local Govenrnrent, Elections arrd
Rural Development Depzu-tment.
Dilector General, Local Governr)1ent, Illections. and
RuraI Develc,pment Deparlment.
Director Op.ratiorls, Local Govenunent, Elections
and Rural Developntent Departmel]t,
DD operations, DG Loca[ Government, Elections
and Rual Developluent Department.
D.puty Secretdry, Law, Parliamentary Affairs ancl
Human Ri ghfs Dep a.rtrnent.
Project Cooriinator, Blue veins organization.
Project Mana3or, Blue veins organization.

(

(

I,egislative Intent and Background :-

6. Mr. Karnran Kl:an, Director General cal Covernrnent (DGLG), infornred the Cornmittee
that the Kalash community represents a distin t indigenous religious ar:d cullural rninority residin

orl of its global significance, UNESCO listed th e

ritage of Hunranity" in 20 18. Despite such a global
fonual legal franrework cxists within the Kalash
which has created significant legal and social
arital stalus issues related to marria Ba, divorce,,

of legal protecti partolt for spouses t lcu Iarly wornen.

t
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7, He further explained that, due to the gravity of the aforesaid siruation, the Department
initiated a leglslative process in2022 to provide legalsanctity to Kalash marriages. The draft Bill
was prepared after extensive consultation with the Kalash comnrunity, their religious leaders
(Qazis), and legal experts. FIe further added that the process was supported and facilitated by Mr.
Wazirzada, the representative of the Kalasl: community and former Advisor to the Chief Minister
for Minority Affairs.

B. The Comrnittee appreciated the Department and the concemed organizations for preparing
a comprehensive legislative draft Bill for the l(alash comrnuniry. The Bill was considered clause
by clause, including conditions, ceremonies, registration and dissolution of IGlash marriages,

dowry and compensation, inheritance and custody of children, as well as violatians and
punishnrents for offenders

9. The Committee also examined the amendments proposed by Ms. Shazia Tehmas Khan,
MPA/Mover, one by one in Clauses 9, 10, 16, and l7 of the Bill. After detailed deliberation, the
Llon'ble MPA withdrew her amendnrents proposed in Clauses 9 and l6 of the Bill, while the
Committee agreed with. and recommended that the amendments proposcd in Clauses t0 and 17 be

incorporated in the Bill, wbich are as follows:

(i) CLAUSE l0: Ms. Shazia Tehmas KJ:an, MPA proposed that in Clause 10, the word "and"
appearing at the end of the proposed paragraph (e) may be deleted, and the full stop "." appearing
at the end of proposed paragraph (0 may be substiruted by a semi-colon and the word and "; ancl",
and thereafter a new paragraph (g) may be added, namely, "(g) be basic contputer literale", The
said amendment was adopted by the Committqe with a slight modification and the proposed
paragraph (g) was accordingly redrafted as follows.

"(g) prelerably be basic cornprrter literate."

(ii) CLAUStr 17: The Committee approved the amendment proposed by Ms. Shazia Tehmas
I(han, MPA, in Clause 17, in the proviso attached to the proposed paragraph (b), after the rvords
"bound to provide [rer", tlte words "nncl childrcn" shall be inserted.

Ilecorrr rrrclr d a tlorr : -

10, The Cornmittee unanimously recornnrended that the Bill at "Anncx-B", as amended by the
Cornmittee, rnay be talcen into consideration at oltce.

\lA
(ABDUL I(ABIR IGrAr9

CHAIRPERSON,
Standing Cornmiftee No. l8 on Local

Government, Elections and Rural
D evelopment Department.
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so lclrl nization arrd registration of'
arrcl n'rattcrs ancillary ancl incidental thet'eto.

to
nlarriages [:1,

prov id
kalash

e lor tlrc
tanrilies

\VFIEITEAS i

ntarriirge, the ftrnr il),,

AND WHIInEAS ir is
.solenrn i za'tiort and t'cgistrirtiorr
concerrred therer,r,ith ancl irrcider'.t tir

is the con.stitutional obligation of' the
the nlotlrer ancl the child and also safe

t state
uard

top

provrc
d thc

rotcct tlrc
cgilirna(,e

I i rrg {or'

niatter'..;

g

rights and interests ol' r'cligious nrirrorities:

exlledicnt t0 lt a t,e a consol ida(cd law
l<alash tarnilies anrt 1' b )'nr A n'ragcs

I tlrcreto:

is ltereb,v- cnacted b;, tlre Provincial Assernbll, ol'l(h1,Ie1 Paklttrrnl<hrvaIt
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f cl I lo\,vs :
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l, Short
be called the

CTIAI,TDR-I
PRELIN/tII\ARY

titIe, extent, al]plication nncJ cornnlencerrrent.---( I

Klryber Pakhtunkhrva Kalash Marriage Act ,,2026.I
I

t^t

(11
().

r.)

r.tl

) S ubj ect to sub-sec tion
of Khyber i)akhturttklt\\'ii, \v

sha ll apply to
fbss the kalash

T} Act tttav

those citizetrs
li o'b lt, in an)' ot'

(2) It shall extend to the rvhole ot'the Provincc of Khyber PaklrtunkJru'a,

L)f' the(3

Prov ince
fornts.

(2), ir
ho pro re o itsi

Detirritions,---ln this Act, unless the corttext otherwise t'ccluit'es,-

in

2,

(4) It shall conre torce at once.

(a) "rllitslling nlarriage
ed in section 7 oI this Act;

cLrstont of ntart'iit gc uls

)' Cotttl, as deflttecl urtclct'

Act, 1964 (Wcst I)aki.stitrt
the We.st

Act No.

&
".1, 

' 
.:' ,' rnealrs a special

out'ts

sllec ifl

(b )

(d)

"C0urt" llteat'ls a

Pa[<istan ["'arnily C

XXXV of' 1964):

I;'zrrn i I

(c) "ctrstotll or rraditioll" nlealts any cusl.ot'lr or tradititln. rVlticlt

is rrot unlzrtt,futl and tltc siltne ltas bcc'n cont i rt uottslt' ttttcl

unilorrnlv tlLtsel'\/ecl, Ior a Iong titne. eIlT]ong tht-r kalaslt

I)eople. in ar]), local al'eit. tralley, [r'ibe, sLltl-tt'iL'lc. cot)llltttttitl'.

BroLrp ot' tattti[)';

"degrees of prohibitecl relatiorrship" nleaIIts Ihe cItlse [rloocl

relatives, srrch as ththur', lnothel', brothet', sistetr. gt'artdrntlIhct',
qralrdlather', pelterrraI unclc and aunt, ntelterr)al urtcrlc attcJ Atttt[,

niece anct nel)hev\,, great triece, qt'eaI atlllLs, tlrsL coLlsit]s

(llaterrral), sub. iect to ([re kalash cLlst,tlttts artcl traditiorls. tt.l

h ottter':111 il t't'1r rvirh eac

li'
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"dowry" tneans the gilis atld presents,

to the \vornen. in consideraticln of the

specified in sectiort I 5 o,f this Actl

t'Govel'nnlent"

Pal<htunkhwa;

ttja hutil(" nleans
lcalash traditionsl

lnean,s the Covertlllle.ttt of Khytler

he ,divol'ce by the husband under the

given t)
kalaslt

y th e pa t'ett ts

nl a rn age, as

( )

f'e

t

I

:

I

Ih

I

(h)

(i)

I("
and

(( a

Ja pal'l tneans e \V i while seeking separation,, leavesa

t

her husb )

!r

ntarriage solemnized bef,ore conln'rencetncnt of this Act, in
accordance rvith lhe cLlstotns, having force of'lavv;

"l(alash marriage" nlcans ttre uniott clf kalash tnale
lcalash fernale, Solcrnnizecl trnder this Act ancl includes

" l(alnsh religicln" , nleans tirc ancienI rn()notheist
practiced b1' kaliislt people, believinB in one sLll

aud
the

fhith,
)rerne

I qt

C)
rL
f:)

--i

(.j )

\

1

authorit),, Dc zau alrcl Shanrat)s, thrrturgh u'ltorn thcv receivcd
their religious linou,ledge, e:'lrl)itasizing naturc worship,
cclebraIion o I seasonal f'cstivatls ancl arlccstors revercr)ce:

"khaltaba ri" rlteans thc cl if iel'enI ce renronie s and rituals of
tire kalash nran'ia8c; I

(k)

(l)

( rur) "marriagc l'egister" rncans register ol'rrrarriages, rnairrtaincd
by, rnarriage registrar, lu a prescribeci manner;

"rnat'r'at" lTleans ai thc
husband s laughter goat(s) ,

and close re.lativcs of'vvife

t'shisha-istongas" nlean.s il

purification betr,vcell the coupl
the tnarriarge is rccognized
conlnrunity.

cvcnt oI l<iraltaLrari the fanrily ol
ancl offer speciaI foocl to the ltarertls

(n) "nrarriagc rcgistrar" lleans a persotl. duly ar-rthorized artd
ap1:ointed by the concerned local governltlent authority. to
register kalash rnarriages. rrnder tlris Act;

(o) "presu'ibed" nteans prescribed by ruIes;

(p) "rules" lneans rules lrade urnder this Act. and

( -{) process
eS, upon
as v'ar lici

o J' c lea ns ing and
cor)rpletion of which

n,ithin ttre l<alash

3. Overl'icl ing effect,---The provisions of'tliis Act .sl-rarll h

el'ftct. on an),other law or l<alas]r custom, lbr the tiuie being irr
ave all
Ibrce.

' l.
o ve l't'10 il'l f,,,

I | !) :t ,-' t.i
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CHAPTER-

CONDIT'IONS AND CERTIMOT-TIDS FOR I(ALASTI MARRIAGE

4. Cerenonies for kalash marriagtr.---A kalash rnarriage shall be
solemnized in accorclance with the kalash cu.stoms and custornar.y rites ol'either
party therel.o.

F\ Cond tiotts for a kalash marringe.---A kalash marriage shall be
solernn izerL

i
a

I f the lollowing conditiorls are ftrlfilled:

(a) tire couple are o['sound rnind;

(ll) crapitble of'giving a \/alid cotlsent;

(c) hetve attained the mininrunt age of eighteerl vears; and

(d) couple ar:e tlot atnongst the degrees of'prohibited relationship
as delined under clause (d) of section 2 of this Act.ffi|

dii- ru
.h

UE
-. 

i< -J
--doE;i
PFE
-, aJs.hPH;;r:) -ia

C;cYr'
dJ ('q

i,1 a -r
L/r'=qif<&

6. The kalnsh custom of shisha-istorrgas nncl its validity.---As soou as the
marraf ceremony is performed, the kalash couple enters into shisha-istongas.
which sltall be considered as valid maniage,

7. Atrashing ynarriage and conditions.---The marriage, under the aiashing
customs, shull be considered valid, in case where a kalash girl rriarries a kalash
frran on her ou/n r,r,ill. r.vithout prior consent of her parents, but belbre
consummation ollthe nrarriage, the girl's pal'ents or close relatives visit her in-lan,s
house, to verily and conflrm hcr consent and lrappiness fbr the rnarriage.

8. Khaltabari, marrat and gifts etc.---As soon as the consent of the girl is
confirnred by her parents or her close relatives. the husband's fartill, ofi'ers the
marrat to the llarents ancl relatii,es of the u,iJb's family and see ttrem oft rvith gitis
ard presents in accordance rvith the financial statlrs of t.he husband's fanrily and
acceptance of rnarrat, by the parents or close reiative of the lvif'e, is considercd as

the confirrnation of the marriage.

CHAPf'ER-III
R.trG IST'RATI ON CI? I(ALAS H MARIUAG E

Appointrrrent o{' rnarriage registrar.---( I ) The concenred local

f6

9,

govenurlent shall, by notificiltion, appoint one or suclt number of ntarriage
registrars at Village Council and Neighbourhood Council level or suclr otlter areas.

as rnay be convenient for kalash population, living in the said areas.

(2) For the purpose of registrartion o1'kalash marriage, the rnnrriage
rbgistrar shall be responsible to register the marr:iage. The parties to l<alaslt

marriage shall give their particulars to the respective registrar or his authorizecl

person for the lrurpose of entry thereoflin the rnarri4ge register.

(3) The marriage register and the record tq be preserved and rnaintained

by'the nrarriage regi strar.

3l[)it;.:c

a

ita
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(4) The marriage registrar shali prepare such lturnber of copies as Inay be

requirecl ancl unless rhe rules are made, he shall prepare four copies thereof One

ccipy each shall be given to the respeclive parties to marriage and onecopy shall

be kepr i1 the office of marriage registrar and respective Village Council clr

Neighbourhc',od Council, as the case maY b$, as a public record.

10. Criteria for the appointment of
of registration of a kalash nlarriage, the m

arri age registra Y,--- Foi: the purpose

iage registrar, shall-

belong to sny branch
tribe;

I(b) be minimum of twenrl-flve (25) years of age;

t' sub-braltch of kalash comrnunity or

the kalash religion, customs and

(a)

(c)

:

?
I

I

be well-versed with
traditions;

,:.qjit.
J (d) lre o1'sound nrincl and health;

(e) be a citizen of Pa.kistart having a valid CNIC; and

(t) , be literate to read,and write the kalash tnat'riage registration
j and documentation processes. 

itr

11. Registration of kalash m.arriage.---(l) Every kalash marriage shall be

regi.stered ruith the Village Council qr Neighbourhood Counqil irr a prescrjbed
nla rlner .

(2) The nrafriage.teg_ister slrall be open for inspeclion, by either pafiy,
upon submission of ap-plioation'and payrnent of fee to the:marriage registrar or
concerned local gover'nmentr as the oase may be.

(3) Such certified record or extraot, giyen by the.magiage registiar or
concerned local government; shall be a.drnissible as.evidence in any court of,law:

CHAPTER.IV
DISSOLUTIOIY OF KALASH MARRIAGE

12. Void marriage,---Any kalash marriage, solenr.nized aft'er the
cornnlencement of this Act, may, on a petition to the Court, presentecl by either
party to thc rnarriaBe or their parents, be declared nulland void ifl solemnized
in violation of clause (d) of section 5 of this Act,

(\

'ii

I
I

{t:f}.i i"

I3, Voitlable marriage.---(l) An1, 1au1^.th marriage solemnized,
before or after cclrrrrnencement of this Act, nra1, be subsequently
voidable or annulled by a decree of nullity passed by the Court if-

wliether'
d ec larecl

(a)

(b)

the marriage ltats not becn oollsLlrlrrT'lat6ld o\^iing to impoterce crf'

the husba:rd;

tlr e ln arriage has been solern nized in con ft'avention of' the
conditions specif red in section 5 o1'this Act, except clause (d)
thereofl ot'

4 at (. {:)(t
:r'

.)



m (c) consent of either party to lcalash ge, olrtained b),
yfrau
an)' l1'l

rn arri a
to the

/\ Itol'ce, coercloll
ceret'n o rly ot' as

or t,
to

parconcerning e ither ty.

d AS

aterial t'a ct c) r

nature of" the
circLrntstance

,

(2) Notwiths tand ing anything
petition forannulling a lnarriage, on the
sub-section ( 1), shall be enterlained, if:

contained in sub-sectiorr (1),
gl'ound specified in clallse (c)

I'IO

o I

(a) the petition is presented nrore than one year alier the lorcc
or coercion had ceased to operate or, as the case may be,
the ti'ar-rd had been discovered; or

afier the solellruization of
petitioncr rvith crLrelty or in.i r

the l1rarriage, Lreated the

, j,

P:Z
+

'L-aF u\J .c. c.t
aa -I' 

=\Jt I ,t\ t-(: ^"Ll- s
?r fO5- Sr Af3 ct s.r.
L-of1
O >.C
c '-c,- a
.) tTJ

r.r -J
;:j
vl 1-

{ts

(b) the petitiorrcr has, rvith his or her tull consent, continued to
live r,i,ith the other party to the rnarriage as hr,rsband or wif'e,
after the fclrce had ceased to operate or. as the case uray be,
the fl'ar,rd lras been discuvered.

14. Conditions f'or clissolution of l<alash marriage.---(I) Any kalash
maniage, solerrr.nizcd whetlrer befbre o r atter comrnencement of this Act,
rnay, through colnlletent cour'[, either by husbancl or wil'e, be dissolved by
decree of dissoltrtion oi'man'iage or through a decision ot'duly constiturted
arbitration cor.rncil, if'nny, on the gror"rnds that the other parry has-

( a )

tstice;

(t)

'(d)

(e)

cleserted the petitioner for continuoLrs period
tharr [wo years irnnrediately preceding the p
clf- the petiticln;

o1'not less
resclltatiorr

()r

@ (c) ceased to be lcalash by conversion to another religion;

been incLrrably of unsound mind or has been suf fering
continuously or intenn ittetltly fi'orn lnental d isorder of
such a lcind and to such an extent that either party
cannot t'easonably be expected to Iive \vith each other;

Explanation.---lt'r this clause, the expression ('lnental

disot'der.'' nleans ntental illness, arrested or incornplete
cieveloprnellt ot' mind, psychopathic disorder or nrrlr

other ciisorder or disability ol' n1 il'rd, iuclurclirrg
sr:hizophrenia and the expressiort "ps),chopathic
disorclel''i r1teelns a pel'sIstent disorcler or cl iserbitity of'
r:rind (whetlter or r)ot includirrg sub-11ot'tltaliry ot'

intelligence), which l'esults in abltonrally aggl'essive ot'

seriously irrespousihle conduct on the part clf the otltet'
parly and \ /hether er not it l'equires or is stlsceptible to
nredical treatment;

the husband has
her nt alintenance

tlegle.cted or has f'ailed to provide t

tor a peri oc'l of six (06) months; or

5 | i' rl i.: i.:t
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.arl
the husbancl has 1eft lrer unan4ounced ancl has ceased all kind

of contact.s u,itlr her for rti ore than two years attd no

wirereabouts o I the husbanci ut. l(nown.

! 'ik", the Village Courtci l or

' 
(f)

(2) In
Neighbour'ho,od
applicatiort

case of 'lia hutik" ancl ,''.ia pa

Council shal l issue a divorce cel ificate to the parties 0n their

C I-tAPTER-V
DOWRY Ai\ D CO M P EI.{ S AT I OI''t

15. Dorlrl, and its lcinds.---The dowry are tlie 1gifts and presents

by the parcnts of the woman, any tirne after tlte ntaqiage, which rnay

or all r>f the following: i

, being given
include some

(a) gold, silver or bronze ontalne IS;

#rr

\A

C.J

''- )

::
t':

i.:,

..,1
(-.
:l

L:

t --'

r)

(-)

::
,1 I

(:
I.:
(i)
(-')
i'. ,
(-)

(b) ho useho ld a rtic I es an d uterts i s of da ily use:

fu rnitu res an d fi xt u res I

wrist watches, clocks etc;

(e) anirnals sLlch as oX, co)v. goat she-goat etc;

(f) en1 broideries, cloths, either' titclred or unstitchect etc;

(g) food grains o1'wheat, barle), ln a ize, r'i ce e tc;

(h) trees of walnuts or grapes o tlrei r yields;

(i) cash rnoney; and

0) arly other: itern or article, ha ing rnonetary valLte.

I16. Compiensation in casc of "ja hrrtik" :tnd l'ja paril<".---Where a validll,
rrtarried l<alasih wolnan refitses to live rvith her lrusbhrrd (a parik) or husbancl gives

iI
divorcc (ja hutik) to his vyife. in such circumstan(es, the fbllorving.shall be the

r..!niodc o[ curnirensation: i

in case the husband gives the divorce fia hurtik) to his rvif'e,
sband is rlot entitled to anyon his own free will, the h

colnpensation fionr the wife r her parents and also any of
given at the tirne ol' af ter'the dowry afticles or gifts,

rnarriage, oS rnentioned in I 5, sha ll also be
returned to the wife and her d

(c)

(d)
J

I r.r:,

(j)

.l'b

(a)

seotiorr
mily;

(b) ln case the wif'e ldaves her lr sba rrd (ja parik) ernd clecicles,

tol
shall be bound
the cost bome

ive in her parirnt's hom t e parel'rts of the wonlan)

I

h
I
I

[o ,refi"rncl tlre COSt in c;ash or kind eqLra Ito
Iter'and on his nlar-riage, a

6li'r'tgr:

by the hus

I

I

Y

I

!

i

I

I
I
I
!
I
I
I
{

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I
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deductiorr o1'the cost of items and g
par!, to the husband parry, durin
urarriage cerellronies; and

ifts given by tJre \v ilb
a
Cl the course tire

ett teI'. ---Th ere is 11o bar on

to the

o1"

of'

of

(c)

a

in case tlte wifi: Ieaves her ltustraud's hoult: fia parik) and
rnarries another lllan, irr that case, the subsequent hushand
or his farnily shall be bourrd to reluurd dourble o1'the cost
of the rnarriage borne by the first husband or his thrrrily.

L7, The nunrber of rnarl'iages a l<alash
a kalash rnau to cnter into lltore than one
fol lowing conditiorls :

eat a time. subject

eoonolnically sound enough to rneet [he social, econolnic:
ancl daily hoursehold needs o1'his wives;

ensLu'e proper shelter and ntaiutenance cost Lo the frrst rvite or
rvives and her children:

rn all ca n

rnarriag

)(

:^

(=

.!i: (l)

rtj ..t;
,-5Ucu

rt C.l
.:>-, CJ

ci
it "''

L'

qJ

(c

C]

ra'

.'-li

si)
(b)

Pruvided that in case of'secclnd marriage by the

hus[land, the first rvif'e shall lrave the optiorr Lo either Iive with
her lru.sband or leaves the house. In case she ohooses Lo live
in irer husband's honre. the ltusband is bourtd to provide her'

shelter and ltlaintenallce cost, as per flnatrcial statLls of tlte
['amil),.

18. i(alash rvidolvs or rviclou,ers ilre entitled to rentrrrry.---r\ l<alash widolv
or widower shall have the right to re-rrlarr)r after the death of the husband or \\,il''e,
as the case nlay be, subject to the fbllou,irrg conditions:

(B

(a)

(t)

that such renlaln'iage shall tlot take plirce til I the expir'1,

Llu'ee nlonths mandatory, tiute to be countecl {i'orn t}re date

death of either of the spouse; and

in case 01'pt'cgllrtllcy or conception {i'clrn tlr.e first husband,
till the birth of thc child plus tor-ry days arfter the birth of
the chilcl.

CHAP'IER-VI
INHE,IIIT'ANCE AND CUSTODY OI'..' CFIILDRE,N

19. Legitirrracy of chilr! born out of l<alash rttart'iage.---Any child
born out ol' a valicll;, solernnized kalaslr rnarriage uttcler this Act or tlttlse

solenpizeci belbre the cornnreltcenlent ol'this Act, shall be corrsiderecl legitiruate,

unless clectared illegitintate by a Court ol"ctttupeterit jurisdictioll, afier dr-re process

o['larv:

Prov icled th at-

(a) uo person excellt the Iatlter challer]ge t]re I

ch ild in Llr e Cout't; c)r

itinrac\/ () [' the

1ll);!r:i.'
a

t:r O



(b) a cltild rvho is bor:n in 6 rnonths, after the mamiage attcl rt'ithin

tr.r,o (02) )/ears, aftel' the dissolution of rnarr iage. eitltet' Lr)'

divorce or death, shall be considered a legitimate child.

/'ar

20. Custodl, of the chilclren.---The resporrsibility of the custocly

chil<Jren. born out of a legitinrate kaladh nrarriage, shall tre dealt trnd

Cuardiarrs ancl Wards Act, 1890 (Act No. '[III of I 890).

of the
er the

i

21 , Validation of kalash nl nrriagei.---All kalash

before the c(rnunencelnent of this Act, shall he deell)ed valid,
or void b), a:ty coLltl <lf lau'. 

i

!

24. Jttriscl iction of the Court.---Every suit or petitiorr Lln
Lle presented to the Court of comltetent jurisdiction and sr,r ch
ttre jur isdiction to act uncler this Act,land the I)roui?ion oG

rtt arriages, so letn nized
unless cleclared invalid

,tt, 
I

_...,,|,

t

I
t

:'.-.

.-i
r '.1

i'L.

".1-()

72. Right of lvi,fe in husband's propqr$'or assets.---(l) under this Act, the

right of inheritance in propertv or assets of'the ltusband. after the cleath ollhusband.
shall rest rvith the male heirs of the husbarid farniiy, in line u,ith prevailing kalaslt
custonls anc traditions, and rvife shall be entitled to enjoy the benetit.s oi'propertv
or assets:

I

Provided tjhat there is no bar on the husband to give or transfer any nroveablt:

or irrrrnovable property or.a part thereof, to his lvife. fr his orvn fi'ee u'ill,

(2) A widow, after the deatlr:of her husband, shall have the right to use or
benefit frorn tlte moveable and immovable assets of the deceased lursbancl. subject
to the cclndition tlrat she chooses to oontinue to live irr her deceased husband's
larnily, as widow.

CHAPTER-VII
YIOLATI ONS. COGhIIZANCE AND PUNISHIVI ENTS

23. Punishment for contravention of certain conditions of I<alash
ntarriage.---(l) Arty person u,ho gets his marria-ee solernnized under this Act, in
contra\/erltion of the conditions spccified in section 5, shall be punishable r,rith sirnple
irnprisonnrert, which may extend to six (06) nronths but shall not be less than three
(03) rnouths or with fine which may extend to nrpees fifty tlrousnnd <lrwith both.

(2) Any person rvho con[ra!,cnes l.he prorrisiorr of this Act or nrles made
thereundet' regarding registration of kalash rrrarriage, shall be punishable rvitlr
sittiple irrprisonrnent fbra ternr rvhich rnay extcnd to three (03) nronths or u,itlr
[ine rvlrich nral,extend to rupces one tlro.rsan<l or rvith both.

(3) Any person rvho rnakes 2l stal.el'nent or givcs portictrlars to Lre entcrecl
in the rnarriage register, whicir is false or has reason to bclieve to be [alse, shall be
puni.shed r.vilh a simple inrl:risonrnent, ivhicli ltlay exrend to six (06) months but
sltalI not be less than one (01) nrolrth or fine rvhich nral,extend to nrtrresone lrundrecl
tlrousand or rvith both,

(..'l

)I

:

lltr

(a) the Farnily Courts Act,1964 (West Pakistau Act No.
of t964), except provision ot'sub-scction (2) of sectiorr
sections 2l arld 23 ther:eo[: and

cjer th is A ct sha l l
CoLu't shall have

XXXV
14 arrd

8l !.'r
I ai,



a

I

ffi (b) the West Palcistan Fanrily Cour[ R.ules, 1965, shall r]lutatis
nlutandis apply to the proceedirlgs urtder this Act.

F,s fiJ
.,:tr
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25. Cognizance of an off'ence.---Ail ot'fences under this Act shall be non-

cognizable and shall b e tribal by a Court of Magistrate, First Class, on a complaint
in writirrg. by eitlier party of kalash rnarriage.

26, Power to make rules.---Covernment rnay, lvithin one hund.red and trventy
clays after the oommencement of this Act, by notitication in [he offrcial Giuette, rnake
rules lbr carrying out the purposes of this Act.

STA:TT}MtrNT OF OBJECTS AI.{D REASONS.

The llill is introduccd to provide for solemnization and registrntion of
rnarriages by l(alash families to meet the constitutional obligations of the state to
protect the marriage, the faniily, the mother and the child and also saf'eguard the
legitinlate rights and interests of religious rninori.ties, living in the Province of
ICryber Pa khtunkhwa. Flence, th is B il l.

P esh a \l/il l',
dated the

, 207(t,

MII{ISTE,R.IN-CHA GE.

@
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to provicl c lor
ntarriagcs ity l<zrlaslr [anri

Annex-B
A

I] I I.,L

soler)1 itization aricl L'egistrzrtion of'
artci rnatters allcillarv arrd irrcidenlal thercto

tlre
lies

i.he c()nstitutiorral obligation of'
nrotlier ancl Ihe child arrd also s

igioris rninor ities;

ara

wI{IrllliAS
nrarriarge, the farrr i ly
riBhts arrcl irrtcrcsts o

it is

, Llie

f'rel

.sIate

gu ard

lar,r,pr.Ovi
l<ir laslr larrri ies and the

to protcct the
the lcgitinraLe

th c'

a

a f e

conso I irla tr:rlAND WI{tllllLj,ASj it is cxpcdienl. to lritve
.st)lent niz,atic>rr ancl regislraIion of marriages b1,

concerned therervith arrd irrcicJcnIarl tlrercto;

dirilt Itrr
nrat(ers

(

E

().
Ct

c.)

rl
- -.t

c

It is hereby enacted by the ProvinciaI Assembly o['l(liyber I)alchturrlchwa as

f o ll0\^/s:

CIIAPTER-I
PRtrLIMINARY

1. Short title, extcnt, alllllication and conrrnencenrent.---(l) This Act rrray
be callcd the T(h),ber Palchtunlchwa I(alash Marriage Act, 2026.

2( It strall exterrd to the whole of the Province of'l.Lhyber Pal<htuuldrra,a.

tlr I
tl (.)'(. (.)

)

(3) Subjec
i)r'oviirce oi. I(hybci'
fonr-rs.

I to sLlb-section
Pal<ltttrnl(hWi1 , ',v

(2), it shall apply to those citiz,ens o t

ho profess the l<alash i'cligictt, irr An)' ol'
the
its

('t ) lt shall con'rc irr {orce at once

z l)ef irritiorrs.---lrr tlris,Ar'.1, r.rnless the conl.ext t'rthenvis.cr lt'.c1uires,-

c Llstorl o l' rttrtn'i zrge i.I S(a)

i:arrrilII(t.l)

" a la s lr irr g ,,
tTl i] l'n il g e

sI)cci[lecl irr scc,Iion 7

rlleatls a spcclil
o['this z\ct;

ttCt)trt't" rt1ea11s

l)al< isLan Farrr i ly
XXXV ot' l96a);

"cLrstotn
rs rlot Llrl

or trirdition" l'neans all
lawluI and the sanle

y cuStCrnl or tracl itiott, t,r,[ticlr

hets beert contirturoLlsly artcl

g tinte. alllong the I..alash

tribe, srrb-tribe, collllLl nity,

Courts
y CoLu't, its cl cirrtertl ttttclt:t' tlic West
Act. l9(r4 (U/cst [)iir l<isLart Act No.

(c)

t

Lrn ilontl ly
peoll le, in

bs erved, lor a lou
y local area, vall.)',

o

An

(cl)

group 0r ftinrily;

"(l egl'ees of 1:rohillited relatiortsltill" l'rleiuts the ciose bloocl

reIatirres, sr,ich as father, trlo[hcr', brother', sistet', graltcltnotltet',

grancl lather, patental urncle ancl aLrnt, llraterttal ullcle ancl aLl 11t,

niece aucl nephew, great niece, great itutits, first collsitt.s

(i:aLer rral), subj ect Io Lhe Icalas]r custolns ancl traditioos, Lr>

nr?n'r'\/ u,,itlt eerc[t otlter;

I



a

a

( )

)

(f)

e

U)

ttdowt'y" llleu,',.1

to th e \\'ont en, i

specifierl in secti
i

[h e g i f'ts att cl p res e t] [s.,

n consideration of the

on I5 of ti--is Act;

given b)'the Parents

(

lcalash nlarriaBC, AS

ttGovet'ntnettt"

Pal<htunl<h wa;
ln,eans the Government of I(hyber'

'qja hutik" lneans the divorce by the' husband und er Lheat

(h) "ja paril(" means the vzife, while seeking
her husband;

,

I eaves

ttkalash nrArringe" rneans the union of lcalash rnale artd

urrder this Act arnd includes the[errrale, Solenrn ized
ge solentnized belore conrllencentent of this Act, irr
ance witlr the. custonrs, having force ol law;

sepurhtion,

(i)
l<alash

rnarria
r'r cc o rd

tl r

L)

a'. I

-v'.(:.

c. 4t
C:

c)

-)

"killnsh religiolr" lleans the alrcierrt nionotheist faith,
prac: iiced by l<a lasli

and

pcop I e,

Sliarnaus,
believing
through rryh

In ()ne

om they
natul'e

sul)rellle
rece i v ed

wors h ip,
authority, DezaLl
tlreir reliElous lcrrowledge, enlphasizing
celebration o f seasonal t'est va ls arrd anoes[ors reverence,

(k) "l<halta bari" itlearls the diff'erent cerelnonies and ritr.ral.s of'
the l<a I as ir tTral'i'iage,

)( l "rnarrAt" rneans at tlre e\/eltt o1'kha.i tabari tlie f,anrily of
Itursband slaughter g,lat(s) arrd off er sirecial food to tlre parents
and close re latives c, f w ife;

"ntarriage register'" rreerns register of lnarriages, lxaintainecl
try rlrarriage registrar', irr a prescribed ln;.rnner;

t'11( )

( )
C( I1lal'l'tage registr,rl'" lT) ea:]s a person, duly authorized and
appoirrted by the concerued local govcrnlrient
register l<alash lnarriages. Llnder this Ar:t;

authority, tcr

(o) "llrescril-led" nleans prescnbed b), r.ule:s;

(p) " ru les" nleans rule:.s rlacle rrncjer tlr is Ac: l.: ancj

I]

( cr) "str ish a-istongirs" nteans
pul'i tlcation bet\^/cerI Ilie coLt

the nrArriage is retogrlizcc
conlnLr rrity.

a prooess 0[' cleansirrg ancl
ples, Lrpori coltlpleticln of rvlricli
I as valid witliin the lcerlerslr

3

e lfcc[,
ovu'r'icl ing ef'fect,---l'he l)rovisir:ns ot'tliis Act
or) an'/ o[her law or lca)ash custorn, flor the tirne b

shall have An overricl irrg
eing in force.

2 [)li,:r
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CI{APT R-II(

CONt) I:I]IONS AND C]3REMOh{IES FO

4, Cere[t0nies I'oI' kalash nl arri ago---A.
solemni zed in accord ance \vith the l<aiash customs
party therelto,

lcalash n'rarriage shall be

and custornary rites of either

I(AT,ASI{ MAITRIAGN,
E^..--r---

5. Conditions lor a l<alash marriage.---A kalastr marria
solerrtnized, if the following conditions are fullilled:

(a) tire oouple are of soLrnd mind;

(b) capable of'giving a valid consent;

(c) havc rr[tained the niinimum age of'eigh[eerr yean;; ancl

ge shall be

(d) 0oLrple are not arn0ngst the degrees o1'prohibitc:d relationship
zrs defineci uncler clause (d) of section 2 of this Act.

6,

mal't'ett

'I'he lcalash custorn of shisha-istongas aucl its vnlidity,---As soon as tlie
cerernony is perfbrmed, the lcalash couple enters into shisha-istongas,

which shall be corlsiciered as valid rnarriage.

7, A.lashing nrarriage and conditions,---The marriage, uncler the irlashing
custottts, shall be consiclered valid, in case where a l<alaslr girl marries a kalash
man on her owrr r.vil[, without prior collsellt of her parents, but beforc
consLrmnlation of ihe miirriage, the girl's parents or close relatives visit her in-laws
house, to verify and confirnr her consent and happiness for the rnarriage,

8. Khaltabari, rnarrat and gif'ts etc.---As soorl as the consent oflthe girl is
confirrned by her pare.nts or her close relatives, the husbanr.l's farnily oflers the
rnarrat to the parerits ancl relatives of the wif'e's farnily and see theni otf with gifts
and irresents in etccordzince with the fjnancial status of the lrustrand's fanrily attd
acceptanoe of marrat. by the pril'ents or close lelativc of the rvife, is cortsiderecl as

the cclnfirnrrrtion of the marriage.

CFIAP'I'ER.III
I{iiGiS.T'I{ATI ON IT }(ALASFI MAT{IUAGE

----t-

9. Apltointnrent oi' rnarriagc registrar,^--(l) "l'he concct'ne(l lclcal
governnlent shall, by nrttii'icaLion, appclint one or suclt Iltttnber <:f'ntarriage
registrerrs ar Yiilage CounciI and NeighboLrrhood Council leve.l ol suc:h t,ther'?tretrs,

as may be convenient [br lcaiasir population, living in the:.said areas;.

(2) Ifor tlie pLrrposc of registration of kalash rnzi.rriaige, the rrrzirriage

registrar sl'ral! be responsible to register the rnarriage. 'Ihe 
1:artie.s io l<ailash

marriage shallgive theii particulfirs to the respective registr:ar or his atrthoriz,ecl

person for the purpose of'entry thereof in the tnarriage register,

(3) The marriage register ancl the record to be preserved artd rrrairrtainecl

by the marriage registrar'.

3lPtrL{c:

/

.tl



T5e l1'rariage registrar shallprepare such nLlirber of copi

cl gnless the nrles are made, he shail prep are tour copies

Neighbotirfroocj Llouncil, as the case may be

(4)

iage registrar, shall-

es as uray be

thereof. One

colnnt un tty or

t'eq u ir cci an

copy e.ach shall be gliven to the respective p rt ies LO rll al'riage and orle copy shall

be l<ept in the office of' m arriage registra and respective Village Council or

as a public record.

I0, Criteria f0t' ttre appointrnent of m
of registrrtticlrt of a lcalash marriage, the nlar

rriage t'egistrAr.--- For the purpose

,i

I

(a)

(c)

(c)

o

(g)

Regis t r ar tio n
te recl with the

belong to an

tribe;
y branch o!' surb-b:anch of l<alash

I

(i:) be minirnurn of [wenty-five (25) years of age )

be \vell-versed with the IcaJasii reiigiot't, ct.lstoms and

trad itions;

rl -

I

(.
al

\r.

.:.

(?)

.i.:
-{-(-.

(: c..r

r\t :1
r': - L..,

(-, :-L
.Ct t1r
:..-, ('-)

.L: >)rr1 1'
fi)a-r

(J) be of .sound nrind and heaitir;

bc a citi'/pn oI'I)a!<istan having a valid CNIC;
I

Lrc litcraLc to rcad and wriLc thc l<alash lnarriagc rcgistration
and docuuncntati<>n'proccsscs; ancl

prcl'crably bc basic cotnpuLcr ljtcratc.

of Icalash rnarriage.---(l) Every l<alash marriage shall b€

Village Corrncil or Neighbourirood Council in a prescribed

l:
C)
r.) I I.

regis
il)anncr

(2) l-he rrrarriage register shall be open frr inspection, by either pafty,
Ltpon subrni.ssion of application trnd payrrrent of f'ee to the rnarriage registrar or
cortcer:retj local governnlent, as the case may be,

(l ) S rrch certified record or extract, given by the
(:(-)nce.r rtec[ locill governmenL, shall Lre adrni.ssible as e,viderice

CHAPTER-IV
DISSOLUTION OF I(ALASH VIARIiI.4.GIi

illArriage registrar or
irr any court o f Iaw.

12. Voicl rnnrri,rge Any I<alas[i rr]an'ia
()otIlT"r c:tceltleilt o1'this Aot, o1 3;" on it petition Icl

l)al'tv Lo tire tnrlrriage or tlreir pal'ents, be deolarecl
::l violeilioii o1',lleruse (d) oisection 5 oi this Aci

ge, solenrnized a
t-re Courrt, prcsentecl

nur llanci void if, so

fter ttre
b), cither
er'l'r ni'zed

I3. vr.ricl:lblc rnarriage,---(i) Arry l<alash riii:.rriagt: solemnized,
::I
iLA

'tei coiltrneltcernent oI this Ac[, llrl)/ b
or annullecl by a decree of'rlullity pas.secl by

e sur [:seqtJentl],
Lh c t--lo ttrt i f-

w'h e th er'

cJ r:cIared

been cc)nsumltl?rted owiug to inrpotence of
I

r::e [ol'ci, ()t

voicl atrie

(ai) the tnan'iage has not
the hu sband;

(b) [lie rnarriage has solentn.zed in corltravention clf the
corlditions specifled i

thereo f; or'

n section 5 of this Act, except clause (d)

I

0 eeil
I

4l (

I

l.) ..,
I r.l di

(;:

-

:rl
!
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t.

(c) consent of either party
'fo rce , c0 e rc lon
cerelllony

a

cor)cernln

or by
to an

g either party.

to lcalaslr
tratrd, as

y m aterial

lnan'tage
to tir e

fact or

, obtairred l-,y

natlrre of tiie
circunrstallceor as

(2) Notwithstanding arnything
petition for annulling a rrarriarBe, or) the
sur b-,section (l), shail be enLertained, if

contained in sub-se.ctiel-r (1), oo
ground specillecl in ciaLrse (c) o['

(a) ihe petitio n
Ot.COCI'CION

is preserltpd nrore ihan orie year erf'tcr'

liacl ceilsecl i.c-l operate ol', i)s Lfre oasc
Lhe lit rce
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t) tre at e cl tir c

r\)
)-

(b)

(a)
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( cl)

the f'ritur ci harcl Lteen discoverecl ;or

tlre p,ii.rtioltci has, v*,,iLh liis ():'her t\rll <;on:;en[, conLii-r uecl Io
livc ',i,itlr tl're other' ;lartll to tlre ntarrilage as hur sLtand or wif e,

et['tcr tlie f'orcc had ceasecl (.o operate or', a]s the case l'i)r11r bc,
tlrc I'r aircl lia.s bcerr d iscovcrede

(_ )

;

(:

-r:. nj-.t t-:
t:- t:

l(l
t-, c).
f-_\ (L'
>-.(-.)

.C\-' a-
fu.5J

i'()
(1

i:i
(_l t

::..L-
(t)

'=
t-.
t?)

.:(

14. Corrclitions ('or clissolrrtiorr ol' [<alaslr rnarria6ie.'--(l) z-\rty lcaltrsh
nrarrizlge, solemnizr:d wl'rether be.fore o r atier ct'lrrrrnencefilent of'this AcL,
nray, through corlpeterrlt court, either by hr.rsbancl or wif'e, be ctiisotvecl by
declee of dissolulion of'marriap,e or through a decision ol'clrrly constiLutecl
artritration council, if any, on the grounds that the other party has-

zrtter the solemntzation ol' the lnzlrria
peti ticll')el' vvith crLrelty or inj ursl.ice;

c1e serted
than two

o,> t

the petitioner for colltinLloLrs perioci o1'not Iess
yeal's immediately preceding the preseutation

o f the petirion;

(c) ceased to L're icalash by conversion to auother religion;

q

been incurably of Llnsound rniud or l'ras been sLl ifering
colltinLl oLlsly ot'intennittently from rrelltal disorder ol'
srrcli a l<incl ancl t.o such zur extent that either party
canltot reasonably be expected to lil,el,vith caclt othel';

F,xllllrrratirln ---lrr thi.s clause, tlte expressiorr "tllcniitl
disrtrri (',t'" ntcalls lnentfll illness,, al'l'ustcd ol' inc()11 )pleLe

dcvelclpllrerrt ol' rrtinci , psychopatliic. cl isot'c1 et' ol' eI tr)/

othcr cl isorci cr or diserbiliry o[^ rtrirtd, itrc:lrrc] in11

sch t'zt)plirerria trnd tlre exl)r'essit>tt "l)sychopathic
ct isorcler'" l'treans a persistent cl isctt'clct'Ql'cl i.sability'ol'
rrrincJ (whr:Lher or ltof irtclur cl irrg:, sut b-rtortriality,, of'
irrtelligence), which resur lts in arbrrol'lnally aggressive ol'

sel'iour sly irresponsible concl r.-rct on tlte pal'L o1- the other'
part1, aucl whether or no[ it rcquires or is sLISOeptibte tcl

tlt ecl i caI treattll ent;

(e) the
her'

hutsbatncJ has
rrr ai n te tl an ce

neg lected t'ailed
(06)

to 1:rovi
montl'rs,
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(r)

(2) Irt

Ncighllt-rrrrltoocl
al)i)[icitliort

case of' ".i a lrr.rtil(" a;'ld "jo
Council slrall issure a t., luorce

whereaboutts of the I

in cnse o

rcf'uses to

irrrsband are lcno\^/n.

paI'i l( ", the

cel tificate tO

Vi Ilage Cotrrtcil ol'

the l)al'ties otl their

i

the hursbancJ has teft iher unannounced artd has ceased all lcind

of contacts with (er for nrore Lhan two years arrd l1o

t5
bi,

ot'

. l)on,rv aurl its l(incls.---'l'he dow1y arc the grfts arrcl presellLs, beirrg given

the plr'e1[s of the wolnan, ainy tinre al't'er the Lnart'iage. which tnay incltrcie sottie

lll of tlie following.

(a) goid, silver or brcln:/,e or11ai.llellis:

(b) hoursehold articles arrcl r,l tensiis of daily Llse;

(c) f utrn itu r'es an d fi xtttres ;

(d) wr ist watches, clocks etc;

(e) animals suclt as oX, cow, goat, slie-goai etc;

(0 embroideries, cloths, either stitched or un.stilchecj etc;

(e) food gra irr s of wheat, barley, tntti'ze, t'ice etc;

(h) [r'ees of'walrtuts or grapes or their yields;

CIIAP'TEf{.V'
DO\VITY AND C i\{PENSATION

6

caslr r11 oney; arrd

any oLher itern or article, havrrig nront:tary vrIlLrc.
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16, Clonlpensaticln
rner irieci l<alrislt lvo:lan

l" "jq hrrlil(" arrcl t'jrt

I i ve 
lr,r,i tli [ier li usbarrci

l)itrili" Wliere a vaIidly
(la paril<) or Iirrsband gii,es
the firllorvirig sherll bc the

(i)

(i )

act

(b)

divorcc (ja hur til<) to his wife, in such circunlstances,
rn ocie o [' cont pensaIiorr :

( ) in case the husbancl give.s the cl ivorcc (ia hutil() to his wiIe,
or1 his own free will, the husband is llot entitiecl to any
contpensation fi'om the wile or her pal'ents and also any of'
the dowry articles or gifts, given at the tirne or after'
lnarriage, &S mentioned in section 15, shall also be
returned to the wife and her farnily;

in case, the wife leaves her husband (a parik) and decides
to live in her parent's }tolne, the llarents of the wornaul
shall be bound to refund the.cost iri cash ot'kind eclual to
the cost borne by the husband ol1 his n'Iarriage, af[er'

6l c
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ded ucticrt of the cost of iterns aud giiis givon by the wife
partv to the husband party, cluring tlie coLlrse of the
rn arr i age cererri o n i es ; arr c{

in case the wife Ieaves her husband's honre (a paril() and
man'ies another irlan, in thal caSe, the subseqllent hushanc]
or his fanrily shall be bound to refund dor-rble of the cost
ot'the lnal'riage borne by the first husband c>r'his f'arnily.

(o)

17. The nurnbcr of marriages a kalash malt can enter.---There
a kalash man to enter into more than one marriage at a time, su
following cclndi ticlns :
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(a)

(b)

(a)

(b)

econotllically soLlnd enouglr to rTteet the social, eoonomic
aurc{ daily household needs of his wives;

ensllre proper Shel[er ancl maintenarnce cost t,o the {irst wif'e or
wivt',s arrd he,r children:

I)rclvidcd that in casc o [' sccclncJ rT)arn agc

,-).

u:.

husband, [hc llrst wile shall havc the option {.o cithcr Iivc with
hcr htrsband ol'lcavcs Lhc housc. In casc shc chooses

by thc

to I ivc
dc hcr'br>uncl {o provl

slicltcr an cosL, ars pcr Ilnancial
staLus o['thc Iarnily

LB. I(alash rviclows or wiciowers ere entitled to rernarry.---A l<alash rvidow
orr,vidowershallLravetherighttore-rnarryafterthedeathoftirehusband or wife,
as tlie. case may be, subject to the fbllowing conditions:

in hcr husban
and ch i ld rcn

d'.s hornc ) thc husbarrd is
d ltl a in tcn alt cc

CFIAPTEIl-VI
INHERI'TANICIi AND CUSTODY OIT C}IILDRNN

i9, Legitlmacy of clrild born out of I<alash nrart'iage.---Any child
born out of a validly solernniz-ed l<alash marriage urrcler this Act or tltose

solerrrnized befbre the corrrrrrencerrent of'this Act, shall be consiclerecl leg.itintate,
urriess declarecl illegitinrate by a Court of'competertt jurisclicliort, after dtre process

of'law:

Il rov icl e d th at-

that such remarriage shall not tal<e place till the expiry oi'
three ulonths lrandatory tirne to be counted from the date,of
death of either of the spouse; an(l

in oase o('pregnancy or c,onception fi'om the first husband,
till the birth of the child plus forty days after the birth of
the child.

l'ro person excep[ the father challerrge the legitiniacy of'the
child in the Court; or'

(a)

1 I l' i) ;i r';
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(b) a cSilcl who is born'in 6 rnorrths, after the rnarriage and withirt

20, (-'Lr.stody

chilcl rerr, [rorn o
()uard ians artd W

:o

rr{o (02) years, after
clivorce r.lr death, shaIl

f the children, The I

of a legitinrate Icalash

s Act, lB90 (Ac[ No, V

I

the cl issolution of lnarriage, either b1'

lje considere( a legitinrate chilcl,
I

I

esponsib il if f o f the custody
marriage, sfrall be dealt und

II of i 890) :

of the

el' theirt
hr
I

d I

21, Va ll id a tio of kalash ntal'riages,
befclre [ire colllnte cernent of this Act shall b

ln arriages, soletltnizecl

, Lu:rJess declared inva lid
-l''-

'l 
o

lr
I

lild

AII I.:alas

eenled va
.t

or voicl iry ony co$rt of Ia\ry.
I

2.2, ttight of v!,ifc in httsband's propet'ty ol'
right oI iniicritauce in property or assets of the hus

shall rest r,vith the malo heirs of the husband f ami
cu.storns and traditions, and wife shall be entitled
or assets:

assets..l..- ( l) under this Ac;t, the
band, aiter the cleath o1'husband,
ly. in iine with prevailing ka.laslt
to enj oy tlte benefits of propertl,
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Provide.d that there is no bar on the husband to give or transfer any moveahle
or imnrclvable property or a part thereof, to his wife, on his clwn free will.

(2) A wiclow, after the death of her husband, shall have the right to use or
liom the moveable and immovable asse[s of the cieceased husband, subject

corlii itic>n that she chooses tcl co
a.s u, icio \v.

tinue to li've in her deceased husl:ancl 's

CFiAPT[]R-VII
V'[O L,AT'[ONS, CCGNIZANCE AI{D PIjTVIS FIT!{I'NTS

L:errefit
to tlie
farnil),,

).3. PLtnisitrneltt for contravention ol'certain conditions of l<alash
tttitt't'iagc ---(l) Any jrerson who gets his rnan'iage solenrnize.cl under this Act, in
r()ntla\,'er)tion oithe conditions specifled in.section 5, slrallbe prrnishablc rvitli simple
rittllriscnrttcnt, vlhi'clt n.ay extend to srx (06) rnonths but shall not be less than three
(03) nrcrrrths olwith flne rvlrich may extend to rupees fif1.y thousancl orwitli both.

(2) A:ry person who contravene.s the. provision ol'tiris Act or rule.s macle
tltercltrtder t'c"gatrding registration of l<alaslr marriage, shall Lre punishable with
sirnllle itrtllrisottutettt for a [c.rnr which may extencl to t]rree (03) rnonths crr wittr
Irne which nray extend to rupees orle thousand or r,i,itrr b,oth.

(3) Any person rvltct tnalces a statement or gives particular.s to he. enterecj
in tltetttarrii:rge registcr. which is fatse or has reason to Ielieve to be false, sSall be
punishecl with a simple irnpri.sonnrent, which may extencl to six (06) nronrhs bgt
shall not be less than one (01) nronth or fine which rnay extend to rupeesone hunclrecl
thousanrl or with both.

24. Jtrrisdiction of the Court.---Every suit or petition un,.ier this Act shall
be ;lresented to the Court of competent jr.rrisdiction ancl such Court shall have
the jr-rrisdictiorr to act under this Ar:t, ancr the provision oi'-

(a) the Farnily courrs Agr, it964 (wesr,prlcistan AcI No.
of l964), except proulrio,', of ;ub-secrion (2)of section
sections 2l and 23 rhereof; and

XXXV
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I ()ilg8 )



I

a
a

,,
a

L
l

,

(b) the V/est Palcistan Farnily Court il.ules,
tttLt ti:tttr.1 is a1tpl1,to the pr'()ceedings urr rjer

I965. shalI r'nLrtaiis

tliis Act.

! 25. Cogrtizance of an ol'ferrce,---AlI off'ences under this hr:t shall be non-

cognizabie and shall b e tribal by a Court of Magistrate, First Class. on aconrplairrt
in writing, by either party o['kalash nrarriarge.

26. Power to rnal<c nrle.s.---Governmellt nray, within one hundred and twenty
clays after the conrmencement of this Act, by notitjcation in the officieil Cazette, nlalce
rules ft>r calrying out the pLlrposes of this Act.

S'IATTIMENT O]i OBJECT.S Ai{D R}IASCNS.

Tiie Bill is introclr-rced to provide for solernnizzitic.ln arrd registration of
s by I(alash faniilies to ureet the constituLional obligatiorrs of the state to
re mzirriage, the iarnily, tiie rlother and the child ancl aiso safbgLrarrci the
e rigiits zurcl intere.sts of religious rninorities, lirrinij in the Provincc of

l(h),ber Irerl<liturrlcirwa I-lencc, th ir; l-i i I l.

n'lat'n a8e
protect tl
l.gitirnat

\+
-'-"A'
tt/I^/

Pcsl lil\\/lr,
<lir tcrl Iire
,2026,
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